A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
and he certainly was a capable administrator, who did much to
found and to organize medical schools, both civil and military.
When he accompanied Tsar Alexander to England in 1814 he
was made a baronet by the Prince Regent, and he was the recipient
of many other honours. A military hospital to his memory was
opened in 1873 *n ^ city now known as Leningrad.
The greatest of Russian military surgeons was NIKOLAI
PIROGOFF (1810-81), who saw much active military service,
taking part in many campaigns, and serving for over a year in
the Crimea, where on the Russian side he acted as Florence
Nightingale did on the British side, introducing female nursing
and insisting upon a more adequate supply of medical comforts.1
Pirogoff adopted ether anaesthesia as early as 1847, and his name
is associated with a method of amputating the foot. Educated
at Berlin and Gottingen, he came to the conclusion that anatomy
as then taught was insufficient for surgical needs ; accordingly
he published an Atlas of Anatomy (1851-54), with over 200 plates
depicting the numerous frozen sections which he had prepared.
At the age of thirty he became Professor of Surgery at St. Peters-
burg, a chair which he held for forty-five years. His Treatise on
Military Surgery appeared in 1864.
The Teaching of Military Surgery
Early in the nineteenth century there arose a vogue for the
teaching of military surgery as a special subject. At Edinburgh,
then the centre of British medical learning, a Chair was established
in i8o3.2 The first incumbent was JOHN THOMSON (1765-1846),
the son of a Paisley weaver. He had studied at Glasgow, Edin-
burgh, and London, and was already Professor of Surgery at the
Royal College of Surgeons and surgeon to the Royal Infirmary
when the military Chair was instituted. This appointment he
held for sixteen years, although he lent no great distinction to
the Chair. He certainly endeavoured to atone for his lack of
military experience by visiting the field of Waterloo and attend-
ing the wounded, thereby raising his prestige considerably*
Thomson resigned from the Chair of Military Surgery in order
to apply for the Chair of Medicine, rendered vacant by the death
of James Gregory (p, 2531). His application was unsuccessful,
1 F, H. Garrison, An Introduction to the History of Me^me, $rd ed., 1924, p. 535?
* A. Miles, Tht Edinburgh School of Surgery Before Lister, 1918, p. 108
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